{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f2\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f3\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f4\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f5\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f6\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f7\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 of Prussia had marched under his orders, and his army had been largely provisioned from her terri\-tory. It was true that no injury could better de\-serve forgiveness than one committed under such extreme compulsion. But it would serve for a pretext; Prussia was still nominally an enemy and Napoleon's ally, and she was close at hand while he was far off. What more natural then than for Russia to indemnify herself at Prussia's expense by taking the opportunity of extending her frontier, say to the Weichsel ? On the other hand, it was not obviously the interest of Prussia to become the offensive ally of Russia against Napoleon. She had suffered much from Russia at Tilsit and since, and Russia had now risen, first by the help of Napoleon, and then by his defeat, to an immense greatness in Europe. The Russian alliance would be almost as oppressive as Napoleon's, and the country would now be flooded with Cossacks, as in the past year it had been overrun by the French. It was more natural for Prussia to return to her old neutrality between France and Russia, which might now be maintained in a better spirit by the help of the nationality doctrine and by the support of Austria. The natural course was for Prussia and Austria to stand by each other, and try to keep the balance even between the great Western and the great Eastern Power, and at the same time to keep the German territory free from the armies of both.}\par }